
The current status m,?,.be up(!atfd as fcllnws:

I. Young Rongelapesc exposed to fallout Ilarch 1, 1954, wl~en they were

1 to 8 years of ;+~e. (iisti~nateddose: 175 rads external. g~ill~il

plus 600 to 1400 rem internal irradiation.)

Total - 19

1. Currently normal by clinical and biochemical tests.

(T!lere may be a slight unevenness of tl~e gland in

one patient.)

2. Currently hypothyroid with minimal. modularity.

Responding satisfactorily to oral thyroid hormone

therapy.

3. Ive unde~-gone surgery in the U. S. prior to 1969
because of nodular thyroid disease; l~istologic

diagnosis of adenomatous goiter and Huerthle cell
tumor . Responding satisfactorily to oral thyroid

hormone therapy wit!l one e:<ce.ption: This pa[:ient
SI1OWS some cl~largement of the remnant of thyroid

left from a portial thyroidectowy in 1964; ns she

has not follo,wed her post-opera~ive tl]yroid hormone

reSimen, there is question as to whec!ler sllc should
,have further surgery.

2 (11%)

3 (16%)

11 (58%)

4. Young people operated on for thyroid disease during
August 1969 and recovered. Dia&noses : Primary
benj.gn adenomatous Soiter in two and papillary

adenoma of serious grade maligilancy in one. 3 (16%)

(None of six Ailinginae children exposed to an estimated external
dose of 69 rads have shown thyroid dysfunction.)

11. Surviving adult Rongelapese exposed to fallout. (Estimated dose:

175 rads external plus 160 rem intel-nal irradiation.>

Total - 34

1. Papillary carcinoma removed surgically at age 41.

No recurrence. Taking oral thyroid hormone therapy. 1

BOX No. (LCfk
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2, Small ncdulc at age ~ .I,l..r~~~1-+0~jl~ichdlscppe:rea .~,,-~,

thyroid hor-[nonether:ipy. 1

3. This patient operated on in 1969 fcJL-re~c:nl of

an invasive udcnom<~; Ilas recovered satisiac~cxily 1

(All the above in I and II who underv~ent surgery appear to be in

good health without evidence of recurrence.)

111.

IV.

Surviving adult Ailinginae people exposed to fallout. (Estimated
dose: 69 rads external gamma irradiation.)

Total - 8

10 ,~.denomatous goiter L“ernovcdat age 45; recovered and was 01-I

thyroid therapy. Died of inflLlenza in 1968.

Surviving adult Utirik people exposed to fallout. (Estimated

dose : 14 rads external gamma plus 15 rem internal irradiation.)

Total - 120

1. One person developed a noclular thyroid gland ancl
under~?ent surgery in 1969. As tile tissue resembled

a foil.icular ildenoma i.n frozen sccL~oIn, a total

thyroiL~ectomy was performed; Ilistole:ic sections

ccniirmed the diagnosis and upgraded the dC:;L-eeof

malignancy. Sbe has recovered satisfactorily.

2. One person with slight enlargement of one lobe of

the thyroid to be treated conservatively and observed.

One case of nodLllaL-thyroid has been found in a non-exposed Ron~elap

woman living on Ebeye. Thyroid surgery has been recommended for this

patient at Majuro Hospital. No other instances of thyroid abnormal-

ities hat>e been found in the control populations living on Utirilc,

Majuro or Ebeye.

It appears that the exposed populations have stabilized so far as the
thyL-oid reactions are concerned.
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